
The UNOFFICIAL HISTORY 
of the YANKEE DISTRICT



Presented by Irwin Ehrenreich



Music from ‘Rose Songs’, a 
compilation by Irwin Ehrenreich



It was fun doing this. I hope you all enjoy it.



Our story begins on June 17, 1939. 



7 A.R.S. members gathered for a meeting at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair.



They talked about starting a Rose Society in New 
England.



The original seven members of The 
New England Rose Society.



A second meeting followed on March 15, 1940, during 
the Mass Horticultural Society Spring Show.



With 24 attendees the N.E.R.S. was officially established 
and those present became charter members.



The 24 charter members.



Eventually, more joined the group.



Current NERS membership.



The first New England Rose Exhibition was at the 
Boston Flower Show in 1942.



Our first 
Rose Show.



Fortunately, we had a Judging School and the 
graduates judged the show.



Graduates of our first Judging School.



In 1975 Harm Saville, Mike Lowe and Bill Scott talked 
about forming a rose society in New Hampshire. 



The New Hampshire Rose Society was then formed and 

the first meeting was on 5/2/76.



The New Hampshire Rose Society.



In 1985, with membership reaching 100, they held 
their first rose show.



Winners of the first NHRS Rose Show.



In 2010 the NHRS was dissolved due to their 
short rose growing season of 3 weeks.



In March 1980 Donna and Mike Fuss held a meeting 
to discuss forming a rose society in Connecticut.



They held the first Connecticut rose society 
meeting on April 1st in Elizabeth Park’s Pond House.



Mike Fuss addressing  the Connecticut Rose Society.



100 attended and 50 joined the group. They 
held their 1st rose show the following June.



The first CRS Rose Show.



A few years ago they left the Pond House and 
moved their meetings to Glastonbury, Ct.



In March 1998, Mike & Angelina Chute, Joe & 
Marie Kolis formed their own group-The R.I.R.S.



The group met at Roger Williams Park and took 
care of the rose garden for 17 years.



Some original members 
of The R.I.R.S.



They now move around Rhode Island searching for 
a place to call home.



A group then formed the Maine Rose Society. 



Original members of The Maine Rose Society.



They disbanded many years ago after all their 
roses froze to death. 



In 1996 Oz and Audrey Osborn started a rose 
society on Cape Cod-The Lower Cape Rose Society.



They met at the Harwich Community Center 
and took care of the rose garden. 



The original members of The Lower Cape Rose Society.



The LCRS ended when everyone moved to Florida



The Yankee district had its first Consulting 
Rosarian school. 



Graduates of our first Consulting Rosarian Class.



The Yankee District had its first convention. 



The first Yankee District Spring Convention.



We had our first Lobsterfest on Cape Cod .



We were cheap.



The next year we decided to splurge on real lobsters.





In 2018  Irwin & Cindy Ehrenreich and Oz & Audrey 
Osborn founded the Cape Cod Rose Society.



They met at the Dennis Police station and later 
the Dennis Memorial Library.



The first meeting of the Cape Cod Rose Society.



The Cape Cod Rose Society folded after only 
3years because “No one gave a F*#@k.



Now some actual photos of The Yankee District.



I see your 10 bags of Fritos 
and raise you 5 Tostitos.



I have no 
freaking idea 
what that is.



Irwin receiving the award for 
Shortest Consulting Rosarian. 



It’s all mine.



Can we skip the meeting 
and just get to the food?



Shoot. No one told me about the suit and tie.



Yankee District given 1 table at the National Convention.



And then this giant deer came out of the 
woods and ate my Sharifa Asma.



Please allow me to introduce myself.
I'm a man of wealth and taste.



And they disqualified my Pink Pet for having 
the wrong name.



Are you really the 
Queen of Sweden?



Irwin demonstrating how to sing and drink beer 
at the same time.



Yankee District’s new yacht.

• Sunk by the Penn-Jersey rosarians



First annual rose eating contest.



Craig tells us that someday he 
will be President.



Lobsterfest 2019.

• I’ll have 2 lobsters please.



Why can’t I have another soup?



OMG. That is disgusting.



You recognize me 
don’t you?



Is this a rose 
convention or am I 
freaking out man?



So I don’t get to judge anything?



No you can’t pluck 
that petal off.



Now be good and you’ll 
all get ice cream.



I’ve got some extras. Anyone want one?



John showing how to make a swan from a 
rose cane.



What if we all switch 
to Dahlias.



Pick mine. No pick mine. No 
pick mine. No pick mine.



Please, please can we have this 
rose?



So I put the rose in the 
vase and fill with water?



Ok now act silly.



I’ve run out of funny captions. So here are 
just more district photos.



The New England Rose Society















































The New Hampshire Rose Society

















The Connecticut Rose Society























The Maine Rose Society









The Rhode Island Rose Society









































The Lower Cape Rose Society



























The Cape Cod Rose Society













The Woods-Hole Walsh Rambler walking tour 



Conventions































































At a National in Gettysburg with our good 
friend Abe



Rose shows



Prepping



















Judging

























Awards









































The after parties

















Lobsterfest weekend



Cape Cod 
Lavender Farm



The boat rides

















The Lobsterfests

























Sunday at the Ehrenreich’s 
home















The 'Hurricane’ weekend on Cape Cod



It’s not just about the roses. It’s about the rose friends
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